
Portobelo Kaiapoi Newsletter 

Winter 2021 
Winter is here! We still play outside during the cooler months, so please ensure you provide 

a named outdoor jacket, winter hat and warm changes of clothes and suitable shoes so 

your child can continue their learning and fun. 

 

Kaitiaki Week – March 

To celebrate growing our awareness of kaitiakitanga, our tamariki took part in a series of 

experiences over the week. This included gardening; replanting and potting in the 

vegetable gardens, caring for our swan plants as we watched our monarch butterfly life 

cycle, checking on our worms and providing the worm farm with new fresh material 

tending to our gardens, watering plants and creating leaf rubbings. 

    

Wider World Week – June  

Wider world week was a chance to celebrate and grow our 

knowledge of each of our children and their families here at 

Portobelo. We did this by inviting whānau to share something 

important from their family. This sharing creates 

whanaungatanga/close connections for us as a centre and your 

child, creating opportunities to develop a stronger sense of 

belonging and mana in your child and opening and exploring 

new and different learning opportunities for our tamariki.  

           

Upcoming events on our Cultural Celebrations Calendar  

• Matariki Whānau evening – Friday 2nd July  See info on next page. 

• Māori Language Week – 13th - 19th September. A celebration of our bicultural 

heritage and language. 



 



Our learning in the Nursery 

In the Nursery we have been focusing on two of the key points within 

our philosophy statement - whanaungatanga and manaakitanga. 

This came about as we were busy welcoming new kaiako and 

tamariki throughout the nursery. With a focus on building strong 

relationships and connections between kaiako, tamariki and their 

whānau we have created smoother transition for everyone. See the 

end of our newsletter for all our welcomes :). 

  

Over the last few months tamariki in both rooms have been really 

into building confidence in how their bodies move.  Kaiako have 

been extending upon this interest and learning by: setting up 

obstacle courses, adding the ladder outside for balancing, using 

boxes for jumping supported and unsupported, and dancing and 

rolling on the mats along to action songs.  

  

Some favourites have been the stepping buckets where tamariki 

have to balance their bodies and choose what direction they are 

going in, sleeping bunnies action song which promotes listening to 

instructions, awareness of where others are lying, and lots of jumping 

(and the sense of achievement for those who can now jump off the 

big boxes outside by themselves      ). Through all these activities 

tamariki are learning spatial awareness, co-ordination, flexibility, 

confidence in controlling their bodies, and most important having 

fun!  

  

With all of this physical work tamariki are recognising that they need 

to rest and are loving sitting on the couch and reading books, either 

by themselves, with a friend or a kaiako. This has helped with the 

relationship building as mentioned above as we slow down and 

connect, have a laugh, and enjoy one on one or small group social 

interaction. 

 

 

       

 

Remember we are always willing to chat about your child’s learning. If drop-off or pick-up 

times are tricky for you, we are happy to work out a time that suits. How else could we 

better highlight learning for you? Let us know if you have any ideas. – The Preschool and 

Nursery Teams 



 

Our learning in the Preschool 

We have enjoyed exploring our current group project of telling oral 

stories and nursery rhymes. This topic emerged from a big interest in 

hearing stories at hui times and throughout the day, using different 

props such as puppets and fingers puppets, toy figurines and a sense 

of fun with words. We have explored and adapted familiar favourites 

such as ‘The Three Little Pigs’, ‘The Gingerbread Man’, ‘The Billy Goats 

Gruff’, ‘How the Kiwi Lost his Wings’ and ‘How Maui Slowed the Sun’. 

These are great stories that kaiako have been able to build 

connections with tamariki during play, encouraging their thinking 

outside of the box and problem-solving skills in social situations, and to 

have fun.  Nursery rhymes such as ‘Once I caught a fish alive’ and 

‘Hickory dickory dock’ have supported literacy and math skills and we 

have noticed a big interest in children picking up and reading books 

throughout the day alongside their peers. 

Our current group interest is in science – this started from talking 

together about volcanoes and has moved to chat about 

earthquakes and mixing and exploring how different substances 

react together to cause exciting chemical reactions.   

 

You may have heard your child mention our Wesley Street chicken 

(Houdini).  Our tamariki love it when she pays us a visit and a flurry 

of conversations start up as we discuss her characteristics and our 

knowledge about chickens. It also leads to a few jokes about ‘why 

did the chicken cross the road’. 

We have been putting out some chicken feed in the hopes of 

tempting our local friend to visit as the children have such a huge 

interest and she causes much excitement! She seems to enjoy 

visiting us too. 

 

Remember we are always willing to chat about your child’s learning. If drop-off or pick-up 

times are tricky for you, we are happy to work out a time that suits. How else could we 

better highlight learning for you? Let us know if you have any ideas. – The Preschool and 

Nursery Teams 

 



 

What have our kaiako been up to? 
 

Many of our kaiako have been taking part on the ‘Incredible Years’ course, 

which teaches us strategies to nurture tamariki social and emotional 

behaviour. We have been using information from this course to support 

positive relationships and assist in supporting tamariki social competence and 

self-regulation. You may have noticed kaiako implementing different 

strategies, please feel free to chat to a teacher about this, or if you are 

interested in the course, there is an Incredible Years for parents too (see us for 

more info) - It really is incredible! 

What does self-regulation mean? 

Self-regulation is the ability to understand and manage your behaviour and 

your reactions to feelings and things happening around you.  It includes being 

able to regulate reactions to emotions like frustration or excitement and learn 

behaviour that helps you get along with other people. 

                                         

 

 

What does social competency mean? 

Social competence enables tamariki to interact with 

peers in a variety of ways and contexts and to maintain 

positive relationships with peers and adults, both of which 

are critical for success in school and beyond. 

 

Our Portobelo Rules 

We are currently reviewing our ‘Portobelo Rules’ 

across both the Nursery and Preschool as part of 

a larger review of how we support social 

competence at Portobelo.  These rules are here 

to keep all tamariki safe and help them to learn 

the expectations of behaviour here at Preschool, 

just like there are rules at home, school, and rules 

out in the community.  Very soon we will be 

reinforcing and teaching tamariki about these. 

We will have more information coming on this 

which we will be sharing with everyone very 

soon.   

 

 



     

                 

 

     
    

   WELCOMES & FAREWELLS 
 

At the Nursery we welcome Wilbur, Liberty, Blake, Olive, 

Maeve, Dixie, Dylan, Thom, Luca, Isaac, Spencer, Odin 

and their families.  

    

At the Preschool we welcome Anaru, Katelyn, Lachie, 

Sofia, Reed, Harley, Nevaeh, Floyd and their families. 

 

Farewell and best of luck on your ongoing learning 

journey to Luca, Kurtis, Jed, Chloe Ruby and Layken 

who have all either moved off to school already or are 

turning 5 soon. 

Big congratulations to …. 
 

We have had many families who have had new 

additions to their whānau recently.  Congratulations to 

the following children and their whānau: Beaudan, 

Clark, Emelia, Felicity and Adeline, Future and Dynasty    

 
   
 

 

 

 

 

Ū ki te ako, tū tangata ai āpōpō 
 

Excel in teaching so our learners will excel in the future 
 

 
 

 Teaching Team – Jo, Stacey, Michelle, Jenna, Martine, Anna, Trudy, Rebecca, 

Leslie, Nicki G, Anne-Marie, Ashley 

Relieving Team –Christina, Elaine, Lizzie, Izzy and Lacey 

 

Keeping in touch ☺ 
• Please email kaiapoiportobelo@xtra.co.nz or text the centre cellphones if your child will be absent.  The numbers 

to use are: Nursery 0273439943   Preschool  0275422272. These phones stay at the centre so you can flick a 
message through outside our opening hours and know that we will get it in the morning when we arrive. We 
often have children waiting for days to become available, so knowing in advance or as early as possible on the 
day, is a big help for these families and for us to plan staffing to meet our ratios. 

• The teams also use our cellphones to text you any non-urgent messages specific to your child eg how they are 
settling, more nappies needed, or reminders of events. 

• If you need to chat with us or pass on an important/urgent message please ring our landlines.    If the Preschool 
landline 3279114 goes to answerphone, that means we are busy with the children, so please ring the Nursery 
landline 3279113 instead.  The Nursery landline is the best landline to ring for ALL children – we can easily pass 

messages onto the Preschool team, or get them to call you       

• The centre landlines are still the quickest and most reliable way to contact us in a hurry. 

• Our email address for both buildings is kaiapoiportobelo@xtra.co.nz  
 

Booking Changes 
Please contact Jo (Centre Leader) 

 

• Nursery landline 3279113 

• Nursery cellphone  0273439943 (Txt only) 

• Email  kaiapoiportobelo@xtra.co.nz  

 

Remember – we usually need at least 

two week’s notice due to rostering 

requirements       
 
 

Upcoming public holidays 

 

Labour Day  -  Monday 25th October 
 

Show Day  -  Friday 12th November 

 

 

All Portobelo centres are closed on public holidays. 
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A NOTE FROM FLEUR MILNE (PRINCIPAL LEADER)…  

  

Kia ora whānau,  

I hope you are all enjoying the slower pace that winter often brings, along with cosy nights, warm drinks, 

and memory making.  

We recently celebrated my daughter’s 5th birthday (tear), and one of the questions I was asked most 

leading up to this time was ‘what gift should I get her? What does she like to play with?’ As a parent who is 

very intentional about what comes into our house, this was a difficult question to answer. I was flipping 

through an ECE magazine today and came across a beautiful article entitled ‘The Best Smart Toys’ and 

thought I would share a section… 

‘As an early year educator, I have often been asked by parents: “what toys should I buy for my child?” To 

which my first response is always “what age are they?” Thinking developmentally, there are patterns of 

play visible for babies, toddlers, and young children as well as safety considerations of course. I then follow 

up with asking what they are currently interested in or appear curious about, considering the individual 

child and opening up an opportunity to discuss how their child is currently playing with what they have or 

what they are currently talking about as they explore and interact with and alongside others. Choosing toys 

with the individual in mind, is essential for their growing sense of identity. When we consider how much 

time a child spends with their toys, it is important for us to make a conscious choice about what is available 

for them. I am sure we all carry with us some fond memories of toys or objects of play we loved and 

cherished from when we were young? What memories are we offering our children through their toys 

today? 

In making conscious choices, a quote comes to mind: “We should have busy children, not busy toys.” I 

interpret this to mean the more a toy does for a child, the less the child will be doing. The more a toy does, 

the less opportunity there is for a child to think, and therefore the less growing and developing their body 

and mind is doing.  

In today’s society intelligence is admired and cognitive skills are held in high regard. Living in this world, 

smart toys appear to be craved. Yet many toy options available in commercial toy stores do not really 

benefit children’s developing bodies and brains. Many in fact curtail the development of children’s 

emotional, social, linguistic, cognitive, and physical skills needed to thrive. Many are manufactured plastic 

that feel the same and smell the same; they morph into one big pile of crazy colour and are often electronic 

with a means of entertainment. Children are for the most part passively entertained by these toys, not 

engaged in active learning.  

Passive toys are the best toys, they are ‘smart toys’, as the child needs to activate them themselves. With 

passive toys, the child gets to be in control and has the ability to manipulate them in multiple ways.  

Imagine the multiple ways children could explore with these top 10 smart toys: 

1. A box 

2. A stick 

3. A ball 

4. A cardboard tube 

5. A rope/piece of string 



6. A spade, a bucket, and some sand/dirt/snow 

7. Wooden blocks 

8. Large pieces of fabrics (silks are lovely) 

9. A mirror 

10. Bowls, wooden/metal.’ 

  

I hope this wee article inspires you to think outside the box when deciding what toys to provide to your 

children and takes some of the pressure off about ensuring your child has the latest and greatest toy. 

  

Ngā mihi,  

Fleur 

  

Mai I to kōpae kit e urupa, tatou ako tonu ai. 

From the cradle to the grave, we are forever learning. 

  

 

 

 

   


